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(e)  GWALIOR

The territories of Gwalior State are rich in archaeological remains
covering a period exceeding two thousand years. Sir A. Cunning-
ham, the great pioneer of archaeological exploration in India, and
his assistants visited a few places in the State between the years
1862 and 1885, aG<^ d1^ notes appeared in his Arch. Sure. Reports
(Vols. II, VII, X, XX and XXI). Mr. James Fergusson, in his History
of Indian and Eastern Architecture (first published in 1876; revised
edition, Murray, 1910), described and reviewed some of the monu-
ments at Gwalior, Udaypur, Gyaraspur and Bagh. Drs. Rajendralal
Mitra, Buhler, Kielhorn, Fleet and Hultzsch edited some of the
inscriptions in the State, chiefly in the Indian Antiquary and the
Epigmphia Indica. The Gwalior State Gazetteer, compiled in 1908
under the superintendence of Colonel Luard, contains brief refer-
, ences to some of the places of archaeological interest. In the early
eighties of the last century a good deal of clearance and repair work
was carried out at the monuments on the Gwalior Fort by Major
Keith, acting under the orders of Major H, H. Cole, the then Curator
of National Monuments in India, Later on, part of Mansingh's
Palace was repaired by the Gwalior ^Military Department. The tomb
of Muhammad Ghaus and the Jami Masjid were partly conserved
by Mr. H. H. Lake, the Superintending Engineer of the State, who
also made some desultory excavations at Besnagar in 1910.

In 1913, under the inspiration of Sir John Marshall, the then
Director-General of Archaeology in India, His Highness the late
Maharaja Sir Madhav Rao Scindia of Gwalior instituted a regular
Archaeological Department to explore and preserve the precious
relics of the ancient art, architecture and culture in his State, and
placed it in charge of the present writer, who was a pupil of Sir John
Marshall and is the present Director of Archaeology in the State.